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taken place in every respect of the country. The fall of an effete
dynasty, five years of a new regime under a capable Shah, the
birth of a spirit of nationalism throughout the country—all these
have left their mark on every branch of the administration and
upon the land itself.
Persia is not yet free from anxieties, but much has already
been accomplished. In a country that was formerly a prey to
constant revolt, and at all times to brigandage, security of life
and property has been assured. In its foreign policy the Persian
Government has, without disturbance of its relations with the
European Powers, succeeded in freeing itself from the drawback
of the capitulations, and the Shah is to-day an independent
monarch. By an act that was perhaps unduly energetic, but in
the end will clear the atmosphere, the Persian Government
cancelled all existing treaties, with the exception of that of 1857
with Great Britain, which, being a Treaty of Peace concluded
at the termination of a short war, is irrevocable except by mutual
consent. In two cases European Governments have negotiated
new treaties : in others they are content to adopt a modus vivendi*
In spite of this action of the Shah, arbitrary though it may appear,
the foreign relations of Persia have not suffered, and his Majesty,
anxious to place Persia on a footing of reciprocal and enduring
goodwill, especially with all his neighbours, is intent upon the
consolidating of her good relations with them and commercially
with Russia.
In the land itself the results of progress are notable. Extensive
roads have been constructed, and Teheran during the last few
years has changed from a second-rate Oriental town to a city
that presents many of the amenities of a capital, and is being
reconstructed with due regard to its promising future. Teheran
can be reached in six days' air travel from London. Only eleven
hours'flight separates it from Damascus and seven from Bushire*
The days of wearying caravan journeys are finished, and motor
roads are available for those to whom the aeroplane does not
appeal.*
The influence of Occidental ideas and methods, which is being
felt throughout the Middle East, is nowhere more evident than
in Persia to-day. This, though more apparent in the capital^
applies in a lesser degree throughout the country. Picturesque
and narrow streets with their open stalls stocked with local
produce are being demolished to make way for wide boulevards
* Since this was written the aeroplane service in. Persia has been discontinued.

